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in Eastern China, while it has died out in South
China. This leads us to an examination of the system
of absentee landlordship.

4. ABSENTEE LANDLORDSHIP

To study the institution of absentee landlordship,
it is necessary to examine first the values attached to
land. The primary function of land is to yield a food
supply. But land is not only a means for producing
food.

The productivity of land fluctuates according to the
amount of attention and labour devoted to it. Further-
more, it is only partially controllable. There are un-
expected risks. Thus land acquires its individuality
through its variability in reacting to human expectation.
Fear, anxiety, expectation, comfort, and love complicate
the relation between man and land. People can never
be certain what will come from the land. Land
provides the means for self-assertion, for conquering
the unknown and for the pleasures of accomplishment.

Although the productivity of the land can be only
partially controlled, this partial control supplies an
empirical measurement of workmanship. Honour,
ambition, devotion, social approval are all thus linked
up with the land. The villagers judge a person as
good or bad according to his industry in working on
the land. A badly weeded farm, for instance, will give
a bad reputation to the owner. The incentive to work
is thus deeper than the fear of hunger.

The relative inexhaustibility of the land gives the
people a relative security. Although there are bad
years, the land never disillusions the people completely,
since hope for plenty in the future always remains
and is not infrequently realized. If we take the other